
Pay Voucher Announcements

TAP

In 2010, the Illinois State Board of Education made the decision to raise standards

to pass what was called at that time the Basic Skills Test to become a teacher in

Illinois.  It was renamed the Test of Academic Proficiency (TAP).  Some estimates

have reported that a passing score on the TAP Test is equal to an estimate score of

26 on the ACT. 

Academic Snapshot

Click here to view the Academic Snapshot.pdf. 

Survey

Superintendents, District Administrators, District Special Education Coordinators,

https://msg.schoolmessenger.com/m/?s=JpdVkmEgGRY&mal=b38725f8d118e6b56ea195ca565564aea43586e36106ef83fab0354219a781d6


and District Special Education Teachers,

It is that time of year again for the WCISEC Needs Assessment.  Below you will find

the link to the WCISEC Needs Assessment  through survey monkey.  If this link

doesn’t work or you choose not to use it, the link is also on our website listed as

School Personnel Needs Assessment.  I strongly encourage you to complete the

survey to assist WCISEC in planning and preparing for the 2016-2017 school year.

  If I have missed someone within your district, please feel free to forward this email

or share that there is easy access on our website at www.wcisec.org.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NFMB6G8

Message from State Superintendent

Preparations are underway for the next administration of state assessments this

spring and I know many of you have questions about our plan for testing science. In

compliance with federal testing requirements, Illinois will administer an online

science assessment to students in grades 5, 8 and once at the high school

level. The high school assessment will be course-based and correspond to the

content of Biology I. The test will be aligned to the Next Generation Science

Standards and use an open-source technology platform known as TAO. The testing

window is expected to be open throughout May. That said, we hope to open the

window in April, if possible, to give your schools added flexibility. Illinois has an item-

sharing agreement with the Office of the State Superintendent in the District of

Columbia and will work in partnership with D.C. to build our science assessment. We

are currently finalizing forms for this spring and expect to provide additional details

about the assessment early next month. I understand that concerns exist about

introducing a new test while schools continue to adjust to the Partnership for

Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) exam and prepare for

a potentially new college entrance exam. We want to be as clear and helpful in this

process as possible and encourage you to reach out to our office with any

questions. You all are doing an exceptional job of leading your staff and students

through these new and better aligned assessments, which I believe will ultimately

improve teaching and classroom engagement. We remain strongly committed to

minimizing testing and reducing test prep time, both of which take away from

valuable classroom instruction. We welcome your feedback on how best to

accomplish this goal. - Tony Smith.   

The Keeping of the Books (District Office)

1. The board approves bills each month at the regularly scheduled board

meeting.  Bills are mailed out the day after the board approves them.  In order

for the board to approve the bills, the district office must have all bills no later

than the Wednesday (3:30 p.m.) before the board meeting.  Why? We post

our board packets the Friday before the board meeting at noon.

2. All purchases must receive prior approval from administration.  This includes

district credit card purchases.  In most situations, approval will be the

completion of a "Request to Purchase" form.  However, it could be verbal

http://www.wcisec.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NFMB6G8


approval from your administrator.  Your administrator will determine what type

of approval is necessary.  

3. Administrators:  All purchase orders must be approved and signed by you.

 Please do not rubber stamp.  Questions you need to answer before

approving a purchase:  Is there money in the account in which the purchase

will come from? Is the purchase necessary? Are there potential future

purchases that might be of a higher priority?

4. All staff members (including administration) need to check their budgeted line

items. You are responsible for those line items and it is your responsibility to

stay within your spending limits. If for some reason you need to overspend, I

need to know the reason why and approve your request to spend more

money than budgeted. You do not have the authority to do this.

D. Todd Fox, Superintendent

Contact: shsprin@southeastern337.com or 217-392-2172
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